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Bible Drill Commands:

ATTENTION PRESENT 
BIBLES

START TIME ATTENTION
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Attention:

! Drillers stand straight, 
one foot not extended 
in front of the other; 
keep eyes focused on 
the caller until the 
command “Start”; hold 
Bible at side (in either 
hand), with Bible spine 
down. 
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Present Bibles:

! ” Participants bring Bible to 
waistline. Make sure your 
hands are flat on the back and 
front of the Bible. The drillers’ 
thumbs and fingers should 
not extend around the sides 
of the Bible. Following 
“Present Bible,” the caller 
announces the call.
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Start:

! This command is the 
signal for drillers to step 
forward (for the Quotation 
Drill and Completion Drill) 
or begin searching in their 
Bibles (for the Book Drill 
and Key Passage Drill). It 
is a mistake to begin 
searching before this 
command is given.
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Time:

! Timing begins 
immediately after the 
commend “Start” is given.  
A timekeeper calls out the 
word “Time” at the end of 
ten seconds. All drillers 
stop searching. No one 
may step forward AFTER 
the timekeeper calls 
“Time.”  The caller will call 
upon one driller to 
respond.
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Thank you:

! Acknowledgement given to a 
driller after a correct completed 
response. If a driller gives an 
incorrect response, they may 
have a chance for a second 
attempt. If they do not want to 
try again or still give an 
incorrect response, another 
driller will be called on for a 
correct response. Note: The 
Caller will acknowledge any 
drillers who have raised their 
hand (an admission of error), 
by saying “thank you 
number________.”
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Attention:

! After a driller has been 
called on and has 
responded the caller gives 
the command “Attention.” 
If the Bible is open, close 
the Bible, return it to its 
proper position at your 
side.  The participants 
return one step back to 
their original positions, 
with Bibles held at side.
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Types of Drills –
Children’s Bible Drill:

! Quotation Drill (6 calls)

! Completion Drill (6 calls)

! Book Drill (6 calls)

! Key Passage Drill (6 calls)
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Quotation Drill:

! 6 calls quoted from memory (Bibles not used) All 
verses are taken from the current cycle of 
Children’s Bible Drill verses. The Caller gives the 
reference (Example: John 3:16). After “Start” is 
called, if the driller knows the verse, he/she steps 
forward one step, prepared to quote the verse as it 
is stated on the Children’s Bible Drill Verse Card 
and to give the reference. There is a 10 second 
allowance to step forward. Note: The driller can 
state the reference before and/or after quoting the 
verse. 
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Completion Drill:

! 6 calls quoted from memory (Bibles not used) All 
verses are taken from the current cycle of Children’s 
Bible Drill verses. The Caller reads the part of the 
verse that is underlined on the Children’s Bible Drill 
Verse Card (Example: “In the beginning God”). After 
“Start” is called, if the driller can complete the verse, 
he/she steps forward one step, prepared to quote 
the entire verse and to give the reference. There is 
a 10 second allowance to step forward. Note: The 
driller can state the reference before and/or after 
quoting the verse. 
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Book Drill:

! 6 calls (Bible is used) The Caller gives the name of any book of 
the Bible (Example: Exodus). After the command “Start”, the 
driller finds any page in the book called, places the index finger 
on the page, looks up and steps forward. If called on by the 
Caller, the driller gives the name of the Book preceding the book 
called, the name of the book called, and the name of the book 
following the one called. (Example: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus). 
There is a 10 second allowance to locate the book and step 
forward.

! Book Tips – Open Middle to the Middle– Psalms.  
! Open ¾ of the way through the  Bible – New Testament
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Key Passage Drill:

! 6 calls (Bible is used) Only the Key Passages in the current 
cycle of Children’s Bible Drill verses are used. The leader states 
the title of the Key Passage (Example: The Ten 
Commandments). After the command “Start,” the driller finds  
the passage in the Bible, places the index finger on any portion 
of the passage, looks up and steps forward. When called on, the 
driller states the title of the Key Passage and the reference 
(Example: The Ten Commandments: Exodus 20:3-17). The 
leader then asks the driller to read aloud one or more verses 
from the Key Passage. (Example: “Now please read verse 4 of 
that passage.”) If the designated reference spans across 
multiple pages, the driller may request permission to turn the 
page before responding. There is a 10 second allowance to 
locate the passage and step forward.
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Mistakes in 
Children’s 
Bible Drill:

Failure to step forward in 10 seconds.

Participant gives incorrect response.  
This includes participant who raises a 
hand indicating an incorrect response.

Participant fails to keep eyes on the 
caller until start command is given..

Participant steps forward before the 
index finger is in the correct location.

Participant fails to handle the Bible 
according to instructions or obviously 
misuses the Bible..



Bible Drill 
Tips
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For Resources:

! Alabama State Board of Missions
! Georgia Baptist Bible Drill and Speakers Inc

! Bibledrillandspeakers.com
! bibledrillspeakers@gmail.com
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THANK YOU

Maria Brannen

! 770-310-8817

! mariapbrannen@gmail.com

! bibledrillandspeakers.com and 
mariabrannen.com


