ESL

The Language

of a Gospel Partnership
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them a coat; if they are hungry, we give
them food; and if they are unable to
communicate, we give them English.
Many immigrants speak little English
and need to learn the language quickly
just to survive. We may not have a
coat to give or food to give, but we all
have English. And your international
neighbors will very much appreciate if
you share it with them. In the process
of teaching English, we intentionally
share the Gospel with our students
and connect them with believers who
speak their heart language.
Many SBCV churches take the
Gospel to nations around the world
through short-term missions.
English is the most desired and
valuable language in the world.
World citizens are eager to engage
with English speakers, particularly
Americans. Churches (especially
those that go to the same place
year after year) create friendships
around learning English, sometimes
extended through social media. This
often provides the opportunity to
share their faith. Local pastors and
church leaders are happy to help
SBCV churches organize English
classes. The connections made in
these classes are often with people
the local church would otherwise
not know about.

■

REACHing

THE WORLD
at Home

A

first step to reaching the world in our communities (internationals
who have come to the US) is to host or attend an English as
a Second Language (ESL) Basic Training Workshop. These
workshops are designed to equip your church to demonstrate
the love of Christ, meet a need, and ultimately share the Gospel with
internationals by helping them learn or improve their English skills.
An ESL workshop is usually held over two days and results in teacher
certification through the North American Mission Board.
Topics covered at the 12-hour interactive workshop include:
 Organizing an ESL ministry
 Understanding a student’s English fluency and placement interview
 Planning lessons
 Introducing vocabulary
 Teaching pronunciation
 Dealing with cultural misunderstandings
 Incorporating biblical material into class sessions
 Sharing the Gospel with students
 Recommended resources

Interested?
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To find out more or to schedule a
workshop, visit: sbcv.org/esl

