Not Alone 1n
Highland County

might be easy to feel
It isolated as the only

Southern Baptist church

in the least populated
county in Virginia. Still, one church
has learned that they are not alone
because of the SBC of Virginia
network.

Highland Baptist Church is nestled
in the heart of Highland County,
which is located on the West Virginia
border and a one-hour drive west
of Staunton. According to the most
recent census, Highland County is
the least populated county, with a
population of 2,232. It's a place of
natural beauty, earning the nickname
“Virginia's Little Switzerland” because
it is one of the highest average
elevations east of the Mississippi River.

Although Highland Baptist is the lone
SBC church in the county, it no lon-
ger feels alone. Pastor James Oliff
shared, “Not being alone allows us
to work together with like-minded
churches to further the goal of the
Southern Baptist Convention. The
SBCV supports all the mission boards
of the SBC, which is great, and the
transparency of the spending is out-
standing for churches like ours to see
our contributions at work.”

Highland Baptist chose to apply for
SBCV partnership because it values
SBCV's unifying connection. They
applied after receiving a letter from
its state network explaining “Who we
are ..., which clarified for Highland'’s
leadership and members that their
historic state convention partnership
no longer reflected their views. This
led them to seek an SBCV partnership
that more closely aligned with their
convictions. Deacon Harley Gardner
stated, “We as a church wanted to join
the SBCV because of its theologically
conservative viewpoint. The SBCV
is supportive of its churches, which
we had not experienced, especially
since care for the pastor's well-be-
ing is apparent. Also, the SBCV has
opportunities for training through
several events throughout the year.”

Pastor Oliff suggests to all pastors and
churches in Virginia that the SBCV is
a fellowship of churches worthy of
consideration. He wrote, “If you are
a Bible-believing church searching
for a conservative network that will
care about you and help, | would
recommend you do your research
and see the facts about the group
you are with, and if they do not align
with biblical valdes such as the SBCV
has, | would suggest you investigate

the SBCV as a wise choice for con-
servative churches.”

The SBCV has already made an impact
at Highland Baptist Church. Deacon
Harley Gardner wrote, “the SBCV
has made a difference because of
the increased communication and
outreach of the regional strategist
and the excellent website. If you
are looking for a helpful network
of churches, the SBCV should be a
strong consideration.” &

If you are interested in
small-town festivals,
including local cuisine and

pure maple syrup, Highland
County should be included in
your travel plans. The county
contains numerous farms and
mountains, and many maple




