
 

 

 

ESL Basic Workshop Assignment 

Prepare to share your personal salvation experience.  Use short, simple, clear language.  Avoid 

church jargon.  Be positive and current.  Using adequate but not too many details of why you 

needed Jesus and how you accepted Him is helpful.  Include the Plan of Salvation in simple 

words.  That may mean shortening what you say about yourself to say more about Jesus.  Write 

out your testimony and bring it to the workshop.  

 

Personal Testimony Outline 

1. My life before I made a commitment to follow Jesus. 

Consider words or phrases that described your life separated from God.                                                                                

Your feelings- for example, emptiness, loneliness, lack of purpose.  

Transition: I realized I needed a change in my life.   

 

2.  How I came to know Jesus personally.  

Consider how you became aware of your need for God.  How you became aware of sin in your 

life and realized “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23) included you.  Was it over a long time and 

series of events or a short time and a single event? Include your confession of sin, your 

repentance, and your acceptance of God’s forgiveness.  

Transition:  My life has changed.    

 

3.  My life since I came to know Jesus personally.   

Consider your vision of God’s purpose for your life, how you deal with life’s experiences, and 

the joy and peace you have as a Christian.     Include recent experiences of God’s work in your 

life.   

Transition:  What is your relationship to Jesus?   





Witnessing Word Chart 

 

CHURCH 

JARGON 
MISUNDERSTANDING ALTERNATIVE 

 
Sin 

Do something wrong, specific acts 

that are wrong 

 
Disobeying God, not following God's ways 

 
Lost 

Misplaced; gone; not knowing where 

you are 

Separated from God, following a way that 

leads away from God 

 
Repent 

 
Say you are sorry; "I'm only human." 

Tell God you are sorry for not following His 

ways and that you want to change 

 
Believe 

Think, guess, "I believe it might rain 

tomorrow." 

 
Know to be true; accept as true 

Ask Jesus to 

come into your 

heart 

 
Ask Jesus to crawl inside your heart 

muscle 

Ask Jesus to be with you and be your 

constant leader, guide, and friend so He 

can help you choose to want and do only 

what pleases God 

Give your heart to 

Jesus 

Take your heart muscle out of 

your body and hand it to 

someone; give Jesus a Valentine 

To choose to follow the ways of Jesus in 

everything you want and do 

Take Jesus as 

your Savior 

Take Jesus with you somewhere to 

save you from danger 

Choose to follow the ways of Jesus in 

everything you want and do so you will not 

be separated from God 

 
Have faith in 

Jesus 

 
Think Jesus might be who He says 

He is 

Have complete trust and confidence that 

Jesus is God's Son who died and was 

brought back to life so we would not be 

separated from God 

Commit your life 

to Christ 

Do something to Christ—like you 

commit a crime 

Choose Jesus as your leader and guide for 

all you want and do 

 
Trust Jesus to 

forgive you 

 
Believe that Jesus will say, "That's 

okay; just don't do it again." 

Trust and believe God will forget and never 

remember that you disobeyed Him 

because Jesus took the punishment for 

you 

Make Jesus Lord 

of your life 

Make Jesus a knight or king, a 

character in a video game or 

fantasy game 

Say and believe that Jesus is God's Son 

who died and was brought back to life so 

we would not be separated from God 

Confess that Jesus 

is Lord; confess 

your faith 

Admit something that was bad, like 

confessing a crime 

Tell others that you have chosen to follow 

Jesus' ways 

Make a 

profession of faith 

Have a job as a fulltime "faith-er," as 

a minister 

To start to live your life with a new and 

different focus and purpose—following the 

ways of Jesus 

 
To be born again 

 
Reincarnated 

Promise Jesus that you will always try to 

follow Jesus' ways and please him in all 

you want and do 

 
Saved 

Rescued from danger; put away for 

use later 

 
Saved from eternal separation from God 

 
 
 
 
 


