The Blessed Girl

a conference for young women
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Where God
guides, He
provides. 9

he comforting message of

Isaiah 58:11 has always rung

clear to those who try to live

according to God's will. But
in 2014, Jeri Harris' life turned into
a testimony to how true this verse
can be.

As believers, we are not called to live
within our comfort zones. More often
than not, God works just outside our
comfort zones, calling us to venture
into the world of His majesty.

When we are insistent on staying
in our comfort zones, we neglect
potential opportunities, blessings, and
growth because we can't see past
our insecurities and shortcomings
and into God's all-encompassing
power and provision.

However, this was not the case for
Jeri Harris.

Equipping
Jeri knew she was called to youth
ministry from a young age.

Jeri's family opened their doors and
hearts to foster children while she
was growing up. God equipped Jeri
for a life filled with love and expe-
rience with children in need from
the beginning. After earning two
degrees, Jeri entered the workforce,
ready to spread the Gospel to all who
would listen.

Working in a group home for girls,
Jeribegan a life-long career helping
teens in need. Over the years, she
continued to serve youth as a Family

Life Counselor, director of the Baptist
Community in Roanoke, and as a
qualified mental health professional
for Dominion Services. She currently
works at Straight Street in Roanoke, a
ministry for middle and high school
students serving the underprivileged.

While balancing an already packed
calendar, Jeri also serves as a youth
leader at Villa Heights Baptist Church
in Roanoke, Virginia. Her husband,
Rick, is the youth pastor, and together
they have worked in ministry for over
35 years, serving churches in Salem,
Roanoke, Ohio, and Kentucky.

Calling

In 2014, Jeri began looking for a
conference for teenage girls in her



youth program. She knew the power
and impact these conferences could
have on students, but there was
nothing within a six-and-a-half-
hour drive.

Discouraged but not disheartened,
Jeri searched for a solution. She
knew the Lord had placed the idea
of a conference in her heart. But
why? Jeri knew He was leading her to
create a conference where women
who loved Jesus and had a powerful
voice could share the Gospel. Once
she had a vision, it was time for the
execution.

Providing

Jeri turned to her daughter, Jennifer,
who was connected with several

women in Lynchburg, including
Rachel Travis, Mrs. Virginia 2011. Jeri
knew that she would be the perfect
first speaker for her vision.

Once Travis was booked, The
Blessed Girl Conference could begin.

From the beginning, this conference
was created to encourage and
remind young ladies of God's care
and purpose for them. There is a
different verse and theme each year
and features a main speaker, worship
leader, and emcee. The young
women who attend the conference
can also attend breakout sessions.

But the conference isn't just about
learning; Jeri wants to emphasize
the power of community among
young ladies. Every room of Villa
Heights Baptist Church was filled
with activities like nail painting, crafts,
selfie stations, prayer spaces, games,
henna, and face painting.

The girls also enjoyed dinner and
dessert in the evening, allowing a
time to digest the messages they
heard and to further connect.

Impacting

Jeri never expected the youth
program she created out of necessity
to become as large as it has become.
As of this year, The Blessed Girl
Conference has hosted groups
from over 20 churches. While it
is impossible to list every work or
movement God has made through

the conference in the past ten years,
Jeri has seen hundreds of success
stories.

One church was so moved by the
powerful message created specif-
ically for young ladies that, as their
church group grew, they created a
Sunday School class just for teen-
age girls.

Two years ago, one of the young
ladies who attended The Blessed
Girl Conference heard the Gos-
pel, accepted Jesus, and was bap-
tized. She still attends church and
is growing in her faith today. At this
year's conference, Jeri saw at least
20 young ladies make professions
of faith.

Jeriis considering a new conference,
but as of now, she is in awe of the
work of the Lord and the impact His
calling can make. Without a doubt,
she knows that where God guides,
He will certainly provide.
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