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SEND Network in Virginia 
is proud to collaborate with a 
dynamic team of state leaders 
who firmly believe in the 
power of churches planting 
churches. There has been 
remarkable progress as more 
and more churches in Virginia 
are embracing the Mobilization 
Pathway. This proven pathway 
guides them from their current 
state to where God wants them 
to be. 

Sowing for the future includes 
training leaders and taking 
responsibility for church 
planting in Virginia. In February, 
over 30 lead pastors, mission 
pastors, and senior pastors 
from churches across the state 
gathered in Washington, D.C., 
for a Residency Retreat to 
collaborate on how to best train 
future leaders and learn from 
each other. The pastors at the 
retreat represent churches with 
established residencies which 
have one or more residents.  
Eventually, this will lead to more 
church plants. 

The day after the Residency 
Retreat, over 100 people gathered 
at Centreville Baptist Church 
in Centreville, VA, to celebrate, 
collaborate, and communicate 
all God is doing across the 
Commonwealth. This year’s 
summit was strategically moved 
to Northern Virginia, where 37% 
of the state’s population resides 
within an hour of Washington, 
D.C. Attendees heard from a 
wide range of church planters 
that are planting across the 
northern region of Virginia and 
Washington, D.C.  

Attendees at this year’s summit 
were challenged to take 
responsibility for planting at 
least one church in Virginia and 
strategically pray about starting 
new churches in Northern 
Virginia.  

Summit participants were also 
encouraged to join a Sending 
Church Pastors Cohort that 
began in April and will meet 
monthly for the next year. This 
cohort will discuss all the things 
involved in starting a residency 
in our churches. Over 15 pastors 

have signed up to be a part of 
this cohort and have commit-
ted to identifying, training, and 
sending church planters from 
their churches. 

The goal of the cohort is to 
develop and send out a well-
equipped church planter from 
every local church in partnership 
with SEND Network Virginia 
within the next two years. This 
movement among existing 
churches will ensure a pipeline 
that may last years. 2 Corinthians 
9:6 states, “The point is this: 
whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully.” (ESV)  

We anticipate a great church 
planting movement as SBCV 
churches begin to sow into 
future leaders. 

for the Future
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jturner@sbcv.org

RESOURCE:

For information on SEND Network 
in Virginia, Sending Church Pastors 
Cohort, or how your church can 
become a residency church, contact:

Sowing


