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GROWING in
 Unity and Diversity

he Chinese-majority 
churches of the SBC 
of Virginia gathered in 
Glen Allen, Virginia, for 
their third annual meet-

ing in June 2024. Thirty-five min-
istry leaders representing eight 
churches received encouragement 
regarding their relationship with 
God, their spouses, and their chil-
dren. Attendees reported feeling 
strengthened and joyful due to 
the instruction received and the 
new friendships made.

While the special focus of this Chi-
nese Fellowship was creating unity 
and connectivity among the Chi-
nese-majority churches in Virginia, 
there was also a growing diversity 
within this fellowship. Although 
most of the participants have a 
heart language of Mandarin, some 
prefer Cantonese or even English. 
Some of the ministry couples have 
been married for decades, while 
others are newlyweds. Some are 
first-generation immigrants, having 
moved to the U.S. while adults. 
Others are second-generation 
(born in the U.S.) or came to the 

U.S. decades ago. There is a grow-
ing geographic diversity as well. 
At the inaugural meeting of the 
Chinese Fellowship, nearly every 
participant came from two regions 
of Virginia (Northern Virginia and 
Roanoke). This year, every region 
of Virginia was represented with 
first-time participants from Virginia 
Beach, Richmond, and Lynchburg.

One first-time church, Family Bible 
Church of Virginia Beach, though 
affiliated with SBCV for over 20 
years, had lacked any in-person 
engagement for years. Pastor Bon 
Wong learned of the SBCV Chinese 
Fellowship just weeks before and 
was able to attend and bring others 
from his church. Pastor Bon said 
the fellowship gave him many 
resources that will strengthen 
Family Bible Church, but he also 
felt motivated to advocate for SBCV 
partnership with other churches 
nearby. For instance, Family Bible 
Church has three language groups 
within its congregation (Mandarin, 
Cantonese, and English). The 
translation service (Polyglossia) 
utilized at the Fellowship gave him 

a new resource to consider at his 
local church. Through some of 
his new friendships, he became 
aware of a Mandarin program at 
Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, which would be quite 
useful to several members of his 
church.

Years ago, SBCV church planting 
associate Joshua Wang dreamed 
of a day when there would be 
over 20 Chinese churches within 
the SBCV family. Since the start of 
the SBCV Chinese Fellowship—just 
three years ago—two new Chinese 
church plants have been launched. 
Additionally, three of this year’s 
participants are strongly consid-
ering planting a church within the 
next year. Already, the dream is 
near reality.  
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