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hree years ago,

Red Lane Baptist

Church in central

Powhatan County
embraced the BLESS initiative,
an outreach and evangelism
resource introduced to SBC of
Virginia churches at its Annual
Homecoming. The initiative
encouraged churches and
their congregations to adopt
their neighbors, commit to
daily prayer, care for them
regularly, share the Gospel
when opportunities arise,
and lead others to become
disciples of Jesus.
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IMPACT

Adrienne Fountain and her family

Senior Pastor James Taylor

explained, “The BLESS strategy fits perfectly with our mis-
sion to reach both our neighbors and the nations with the
Gospel.” He added, “While some may commit to missions
abroad, we often overlook those closest to us.”

One elder and his wife began praying for their neighbors
by name every morning. As they prayed, they felt led to
show acts of kindness, like delivering Easter baskets filled
with treats for the children and their parents, along with an
invitation to church. Later, they followed up with Christmas

“I didn't know that my neighbors
were praying for us.”

baked goods and a card that simply read, “We are blessed
to live in this community. We want to be good neighbors
and would be honored to pray for any needs you might
have. Feel free to call or text us anytime.”

Fast forward two years, and their neighbors—the Fountain
family, along with a grandmother—began attending the
church. After the church staff followed up with a visit, they
discovered the Fountains lived in the same cul-de-sac as the
elder and his wife. A few months later, Adrienne Fountain
and her mother joined the church’s connection class with
the intent to become members.
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Through the class, Adrienne realized that, although she
had been attending church, she had never publicly made
a profession of faith in Jesus.

During a worship service a few weeks later, at the pastor’s
invitation, Adrienne and her mother made the decision
to follow Jesus and publicly commit to the church. Soon
after, Adrienne was baptized, symbolizing her faith and
new walk with the Lord.

Today, Adrienne Fountain and her mother, Becky Tucker, are
a part of Red Lane’s first home small groups. Interestingly,
this group meets weekly in the home of the elder and his
wife. When Adrienne learned about the BLESS ministry, she
said, "l didn't know that my neighbors were praying for us.”

The beauty of the BLESS initiative is that it encourages
believers to follow Jesus' example. It starts with prayer for
neighbors, followed by listening to them, sharing meals,
serving them in times of need, and ultimately, sharing the
Gospel. These practices have a powerful Kingdom impact—
and it all begins with prayer. Bl

RESOURCE:
If you would like to know more about the BLESS app, visit:

sbcv.org/BLESS




