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Now may the God of hope  fill you 
with all joy and peace as you believe 
so that you may overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13
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Every summer, the SBC of 
Virginia NextGen Ministry 
hosts Student Fusion 
Mission Camp, a unique 

experience designed for student 
ministries. This camp blends the 
energy of a traditional summer 
camp with meaningful mission and 
ministry opportunities. Students 
receive evangelism training and put 
it into practice, all while enjoying 
Bible study, worship, and fun.

Kyle Byrd from Sherlynd Baptist 
Church shared, “Student Fusion for 
sure exceeded all my expectations 
and is a great way for leaders to 
introduce their students to ministry 
and missions in an effective way!”

This year, Student Fusion was 
held in Colonial Heights, Virginia, 
with ministr y opportunities 
stretching from Petersburg to 
the City of Richmond. More 
than 230 students and adults  
from 19 churches gathered at Mount 
Pleasant Baptist Church from 
June 16–20 for a week of worship 
and missions. The theme was 
“OVERFLOW,” based on Romans 
15:13. Pastor Jordan West from The 
Heights Baptist Church served as 
the guest preacher, and worship 
was led by a team of leaders from 
Parkway Baptist Church and 
Kingsland Baptist Church.

It was a powerful week of life change 
and mission. Luke Johnson from The 
Way Church shared, “The highlight 
of Student Fusion for our students 
was undoubtedly being immersed 
in a Great Commission lifestyle from 
sunup to sundown. Intentional time 
spent in the Word, prayer, worship, 
and serving on mission sparked 
a renewed passion to serve God 
more deeply.”

Praise the Lord that during the week, 
more than ten students trusted Christ 
for salvation! Johnson added, “For 
me personally, the most powerful 
moment was witnessing the Spirit 
move in two of our students who 
gave their lives to Jesus!”

At Student Fusion, students are 
trained in evangelism and challenged 
to step outside their comfort zones 
to share the Gospel with those who 
need to hear it. Jared Snead of Grace 
Community Baptist Church shared, 
“Our students were nervous and 
apprehensive about some of the 
service projects, especially ones that 
meant talking to strangers or praying 
for them, but I was encouraged at 
how their boldness grew over the 
week. Many of them stepped out of 
comfort zones for the sake of Christ 
to pray with people, serve them, and 
be a light for Christ.”

Byrd also noted, “The teens in our 
group were very young and for sure 
hesitant, but they were able to really 
step into some confidence with it—
not confidence in themselves but in 
God. Several teens shared with me 
how God calmed their nerves and 
gave them the words to say when 
they prayed with others. It really 
was a great way to help push them 
into trusting God more and walking 
by faith regularly.”

Student Fusion offers a great and 
affordable opportunity for churches. 
Snead said, “It allows a smaller 
church like mine to invest in students 
in ways that we wouldn’t be able to 
do otherwise if the location was far 
away or the price was higher. Student 
Fusion fills that gap for our group, 
and I’m very thankful for that.”

Johnson concluded, “God has used 
Student Fusion to open my eyes 
to what these students are truly 
capable of. They are not just the 
church of the future but the church 
right now. Beyond that, Student 
Fusion is simply a fun camp to 
be a part of! There’s never a dull 
moment.”

We are grateful and blessed for all 
that God has done, is doing, and 
will continue to do through Student 
Fusion Mission Camp! ■

Overflowing with Purpose
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