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the following pages, you will read of how God

t l is at work through His people advancing the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The mission of the

SBCV partnership of churches is to come alongside local
churches advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ together
to reach our neighbors and the nations. These stories
chronicle how followers of Christ are advancing the Gospel
togetherthrough theirlocal church. These stories describe

how local churches of the Lord Jesus are advancing the
Gospel together through this cooperative partnership.

Advancing the Gospel together, we
obey a BIBLICAL MANDATE.

Matthew 28:18-20 is often referred to as The Great
Commission. As followers of Christ, we are called to
“make disciples.” We are given a biblical mandate in
these Bible verses and others to make disciples of all
nations, to go, baptize, and teach them.

Advancing the Gospel together we
embrace a GLOBAL MISSION.

[ find it interesting that someone decided at some time
to begin referring to Matthew 28:18-20 as the Great
Commission. Thereality is that this is a GREAT commission.
But it strikes me that the Great Commission is not a
small suggestion! As we advance the Gospel together,
the sun never sets on the ministry of local churches. We
see the Lord at work through His local churches among
our neighbors and across the nations.

Advancing the Gospel together we
join in GOSPEL PARTNERSHIP.

The churches that partner together through the SBCV
to plant and revitalize churches, reach different people

groups, send missionaries to the nations, strengthen
and develop leaders, help educate ministers, mobilize
students, respond to hunger, disasters, and to the needs
of our neighbors and the nations. Local churches join in
Gospel partnership as we pray, give, send, and go, through
the SBCV’s “Cooperative Partnership.”

While the SBCV Cooperative Partnership is not coercive,
itiscompelling, allowing new, older, normative size, and
mega-churches to have global impact.

While it is comprehensive, it is also personal, having
globalimpact while also touching the lives of individuals
across our communities and around the world.

While it is voluntary, it is necessary. All throughout the
New Testament, we see churches partnering together
to advance the mission. The apostle Paul mentioned
giving — from one church to another — in several of his
letters (Romans 15:26; 1 Corinthians 16:1; 2 Corinthians
8-9; cf. Acts 11:27-30).

Praise the Lord and thank You. “For the ministry of this
serviceis notonly supplying the needs of the saints butis
also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their
approval of this service, they will glorify God because of
your submission that comes from your confession of the
gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution
for them and for all others, while they long for you and
pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God
upon you. Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!”
(2 Corinthians 9:12-15).

Your brother in Christ,

Brian iy
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