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Share the stories �of local and 
international missionaries.

sbcv.org/52sundays
or scanning the QR code in the stamp above. 
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From the   
Executive Director
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I grew up just down the road from Yorktown, Virginia, where the decisive victory 
in America’s War for Independence occurred. As the United States recognizes 
its 250th anniversary this summer, Americans celebrate and enjoy freedom and 

liberty. The Declaration of Independence boldly proclaims that all people are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. Those words inspired generations to seek greater freedom and liberty.

Throughout American history, citizens have fought to preserve these ideals. The 
pursuit of liberty has shaped our nation's identity. Yet history also teaches that political 
freedom alone cannot satisfy the deepest longings of the human heart. Even in the 
freest societies, people struggle with fear, guilt, addiction, broken relationships, and 
spiritual emptiness.

Scripture reveals that humanity's greatest bondage is not political oppression but 
the power of sin. Jesus declared, "Everyone who sins is a slave to sin" (John 8:34). Sin 
enslaves us through selfishness, pride, fear, and separation from God. No constitution, 
law, or government can free us from this condition.

The good news of the Gospel is that Christ came to set captives free. In John 8:36, Jesus 
said, "So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed." This freedom is more than the 
ability to make our own choices. It is freedom from condemnation, freedom from the 
guilt of our past, freedom from the power of sin, and freedom to live as God intended.

The founders of America risked everything for political liberty. Christ gave everything 
to give us eternal life. At the cross, Jesus took upon Himself the penalty for our sins. 
Through His death and resurrection, He opened the way for reconciliation with God. 
Those who place their faith in Him receive forgiveness and new life.

The Apostle Paul wrote: "It is for freedom that Christ has set us free" (Galatians 5:1). 
This freedom is not a license for selfish living but an invitation to walk in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Christ frees us to love God, obey the Scriptures, serve others, and live 
with purpose.

As Americans celebrate 250 years of independence, Christians can express gratitude 
for the blessings of liberty while remembering that every earthly freedom ultimately 
points to a greater reality. Political freedom allows us to worship openly, share the 
Gospel, and serve our communities. These are blessings not enjoyed by many around 
the world. We should cherish them and use them wisely.

While we honor our country and pray for its leaders, our deepest allegiance belongs 
to Christ (Philippians 3:20). The 250th anniversary of the United States is a significant 
moment to celebrate the freedoms we enjoy and to reflect on the responsibilities they 
carry. May we also recommit to share the message of the Gospel with the people of this 
nation, and the nations of the world, who so desperately need to be set free in Christ. 

As fireworks illuminate the skies and communities gather to commemorate America's 
founding, may we remember the words of Jesus: "So if the Son sets you free, you will 
be free indeed."

Your brother in Christ,

Brian Autry

America at 250: 
Celebrating Liberty and 
Proclaiming Ultimate 
Freedom in Christ
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MINISTRY
& EVENTS 20

26

August
	 1	 Women’s Ministry Leadership Roundtable

Staples Mill Road BC, Glen Allen

	 7	 Church Planter Family Day
Kings Dominion, Doswell

	 8	 Disaster Relief ICS/IMT Incident Commander 
Training
Ministry Support Center, Glen Allen

	13-14	 Disaster Relief Chaplain Training
Ministry Support Center, Glen Allen

	 15 	 Conferencia Consejería Bíblica
Ministry Support Center, Glen Allen

	 18 	 Send Network Connect
First BC, Springfield

	 21	 E2 Kids
Franklin Heights Church, Rocky Mount

	 22	 E2 Kids
Rosedale BC, Abingdon

	 23 	 Global Hunger Sunday

	 25 	 Small Town/Rural Church Pastors 
and Leaders Workshop
Liberty BC, Appomattox

	 27 	 Sending Lab
Liberty Mountain Conference Center, Lynchburg

	 28	 E2 Kids
Spotswood BC, Fredericksburg

	 29	 E2 Kids
Nansemond River BC, Suffolk

September
	 1-2 	 East African Fellowship

Ministry Support Center, Glen Allen

	14-17 	 Seminary for a Day
Lynchburg, Woodbridge, and Bristol

	18-20 	 Young Adult Retreat
Watermarks Camp, Scottsville

	 19 	 Conferencia Renovados
Swift Creek BC, Midlothian

	 29 	 Executive Board Meeting

October
	 2-3 	 Ministry Wives Retreat

Roslyn Retreat Center, Richmond

	 10 	 Disaster Relief Basic, Chaplain and
Advanced Training

	 17 	 Refresh Women’s Conference
North Bristol BC, Bristol

	 17 	 Discipulado Biblico Relacional
Iglesia Bautista Vida Nueva, Richmond

	18-22 	 Pastor Vision Trip
Newfoundland, Canada

November
	 8-10 	 Annual Homecoming

The Heights BC, Colonial Heights

	 21 	 Discipulado Biblico Relacional
Thomas Road BC, Lynchburg

December
	 1-6 	 Week of Prayer for International Missions 

& Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

	 5 	 Seminary for a Day en Español
Iglesia Biblica Gracia y Verdad, Centreville

	 7 	 Coaching Map
Ministry Support Center, Glen Allen

	 7-8 	 Church Plant Training
Ministry Support Center, Glen Allen

4956 Dominion Blvd, Glen Allen, VA 23060  
sbcv.org   |  804-270-1848

@sbcvirginia

STAY UP TO DATE  
by scanning this QR or by 
visiting sbcv.org/calendar. 
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Historic Moment: 

Forest Baptist Church in 
Forest, Virginia, has taken an 
enormous step of faith. After 
months of prayer and discus-
sion, the church has unani-
mously affirmed its elders’ 
motion to formally commit 
to sending members to start 
a church in New Hampshire.

Specifically, the church 
committed “to uphold 
this work through godly 
patience, faithful prayer, 
generous funds, practical 
assistance, and brotherly 

encouragement for a period 
of no less than five years…” 
Their goal? “…that an auton-
omous, healthy sister church 
be firmly established.”

“This is an historic moment 
for us as a church,” Pastor 
Tyler Scarlett reminded 
members as they consid-
ered the decision. While the 
church had been moving 
in this direction for many 
months—years, actually—
Scarlett acknowledged 
that the vote was largely 

symbolic. He reminded 
the gathered members, 
“symbols matter.”

Prior to the vote, drawing 
from Acts 13, he reminded 
the congregation that church 
planting is not merely the 
work of a pastor, planter, 
or denomination, but the 
sending work of the local 
church. Just as the church 
at Antioch prayed, fasted, 
and sent out Barnabas and 
Paul, Forest Baptist believes 
the Lord is leading them to 

An Enormous Step of Faith

8  PROCLAIMER  Summer 2026

Church Members Are Sent to Start 
a Church in New Hampshire

Matthew Hubley and the 
church planting team.
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Historic Moment: 

send people, resources, and 
encouragement to establish 
a new Gospel-centered 
church in New Hampshire.

The church plant will be led 
by Matthew Hubley, a North 
American Mission Board 
approved church planter 
with personal ties to New 
Hampshire. Hubley was born 
and raised in Bradford, about 
an hour south of Plymouth, 
where he was nurtured 
by parents who loved and 
served the Lord. He became 
a Christian while attending 
a summer camp in Tufton-
boro, New Hampshire.

Hubley attended Liberty 
University after setting 
aside his high school dream 
of becoming an architect, 
sensing a call to ministry 
instead. Reflecting on his 
time at Liberty and the clari-
fication of his calling, Hubley 
recalls writing two simple 
letters in his prayer journal: 
“NH?” Over time, the spiritual 

needs of New Hampshire 
weighed more and more 
heavily on his heart.

“I would be a terrible 
steward if I didn’t bring 
what I am learning back 
home,” Hubley decided.

Hubley and fellow church 
members began meeting on 
Saturday mornings to pray 
about God’s plans for them. 
Soon vision trips followed, 
during which conversa-
tions with pastors in New 
Hampshire revealed oppor-
tunities and challenges. 
Eventually, the group sensed 
a call to Plymouth, home 
to Plymouth State Univer-
sity and a strategic hub in 
central New Hampshire.

Now, with the support of 
his wife, Lauren, the couple 
will move their newborn son 
and all their possessions to 
New Hampshire. In total, 
12 adults and 3 children 
will be joining the effort.

It seems Hubley’s high school 
interest in architecture has 
been replaced by the archi-
tecture of the eternal kind. 
The kind mentioned in 1 
Peter 1:4, where living-stone 
believers are being built 
into a “spiritual house,” the 
Cornerstone, which is the 
Lord Jesus himself. One 
thing is certain: through 
his time at Forest Baptist 
Church, his training in Liberty 
University’s Pastoral Lead-
ership and Church Planting 
program, and graduate 
studies at Southeastern 
Seminary, God has set into 
motion the next season of 
life for Matthew Hubley, his 
family, and his church.

It is a season that will 
undoubtedly bring chal-
lenges, but one in which he 
goes prepared, supplied, 
supported, and accompa-
nied. The two‑letter question 
has been answered: “NH?” 
Yes—New Hampshire. ●
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Pastor Tyler Scarlett

Applause after  a unanimous 
vote to plant a church 

in New Hampshire.

This is an  historic moment  
for our church. 
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When a church 
planter comes 
to town it 

does not take long for 
the word to spread.

“Did you hear? There’s a 
new church starting.”

For some, that news brings 
excitement. For others, it 
brings questions. And for 
many, especially pastors, 
it brings a quiet tension 
that is not always spoken 
out loud. Because when a 
church planter comes to 
town, it’s not just a new 
ministry opportunity. It is a 
moment that tests hearts.

T here are primarily 
two sides to every story.

1 The Church 
Planter's View 

The church planter usually 
arrives with a strong sense 
of calling and confidence  
after completing an assess-
ment, receiving a “ready 
to plant” verdict, and affir-
mation from the North 
American Mission Board 
and the SBC of Virginia.

Oftentimes, he’s left 
something behind—security, 

salary, or familiarity. Perhaps 
the planter has moved a 
family into a place where 
few people are known, 
while the planting team 
has also relocated, leaving 
jobs and comfort behind 
to join the mission. The 
vision burns brightly, but it 
carries weighty questions:

WILL this work?
WILL other churches 
welcome me or keep 
their distance?
WILL I accidentally 
step on toes I did not 
know were there?

Partnering Perspect ives
"And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no 
one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who 
are my people.”   Acts 18:9–10 (ESV)

When a Church Planter 
Comes to Town … 
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The planter prays 
for open doors, 
friendships with 
other pastors, 
and reassurance 
that the work is 
not being done in 
isolation. The goal 
is not competition. 
The goal is to reach 
people who are not 
being reached.

Still, the planter 
knows how it can look.

2The Existing 
Pastor's View

Then there is the pastor 
who is already in the town.

The pastor has labored 
there for years. He has 
married couples, discipled 
families, and buried 
members. He’s preached 
through seasons when the 
room was full and seasons 
when it was not. And now, 
a new church is coming.

Even for pastors who 
believe deeply in church 
planting, there can still be 
a knot in their stomachs:

WILL families leave?

WILL the giving drop?
WILL this divide the 
relationships I’ve 
invested years in? 

He may never say it publicly, 
but the concern is real. 
Welcoming a church plant 
is not just theological; it is 
deeply personal. It can feel 
like opening your hands 
and trusting God with the 
people you love completely.

A Picture of 
Partnership.

Mike Cauthorne, pastor of 
Gwathmey Baptist Church 
in Ashland, Virginia, recently 
welcomed Eric Josephson to 
the community. Josephson, 
the lead church planter, 

started a new 
church about 
two miles from 
Gwathmey Baptist. 
Cauthorne is 
convinced that 
even Ashland 
needs more like-
minded churches 
working together 
to reach the 
community.

“I’m excited 
about the opportunity 
to encourage them and 
offer them our facility and 
whatever they need. Our 
people hear about kingdom 
growth and advance-
ment, not always about 
our church growth.”

Cauthorne added, “We 
offered support … a place to 
meet, my office, baptismal, 
and members' meetings. 
They held a monthly worship 
service at our church.”

This partnership reflects the 
heart of Acts 18. We thank 
God for churches across our 
partnership that welcome 
new churches into their 
communities for the sake of 
Gospel advancement.  ●

Eric Josephson, church planter in Ashland, Virginia
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with Passion & Partnership 
From India -

The day was unexpectedly warm for February in Northern 
Virginia. Satish Moses did not know what to expect at the 
ministry conference he was driving toward. A local pastor 

had briefly mentioned a church planting conference, but Moses 
had forgotten to pre-register. That morning, his wife, Salome, 
encouraged him to go, since conferences, if not full, sometimes 
allow same-day registration. When Satish arrived, only staff 
members were present. They assured him he was most certainly 
welcome. Because he had arrived early, the conversation quickly 
moved beyond pleasantries and into personal backgrounds.

12  PROCLAIMER  Summer 2026

Church plants being lifted 
up in prayer at the Send 
Network One Day event. 
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Satish Moses was born into a Hindu 
family in a farming community in 
India. The family was lower-middle 
class, having lost some of their 
previous prestige and wealth. Moses’ 
father invested all his remaining 
hopes in his son’s future through 
education. Moses excelled in school, 
pursuing an engineering path, and 
for most of his life he seemed on 
track to make his father proud. 

However, while attending a univer-
sity nearly 800 miles from his home, 
Moses encountered a group of 
unusual students. More than the 
typical student, they seemed more 
pious and studious and wore fewer 
ornaments. These students spoke 
openly about their faith in Jesus. 
During a conversation with one of 
them, Moses explained that he had 
recently shaved his hair to debase 
himself and earn favor from the 
Hindu gods. Her response startled 
him: “If you are going to earn the 
gods’ favor in this way, why not go 
farther? Why not cut and scar yourself 
and make yourself completely ugly?”

That question, along with 
continued interactions with 
Christians, eventually led Moses 
to place his faith in Jesus.

For Moses, salvation and calling 
were intertwined and instanta-
neous. He began to focus his entire 
life to following Christ. His family 
reacted with shock and shame at his 
conversion. Viewing Christianity as a 
religion for the lower castes, Moses’ 
new devotion to Christ shattered his 
father’s dream of his son’s future 
lucrative business earnings.

Moses did not immediately abandon 
his studies. He came to the United 
States to pursue graduate studies in 
computer engineering and married 
his pastor’s daughter, Salome. For 
a time, Moses and his wife worked 
full-time in information technology 
while trying to have a ministry 
primarily for South Asian students 
at George Mason University.

Trying to balance full-time careers, a 
growing family, and ministry quickly 
became overwhelming. Eventually, 
Moses decided to leave his IT career 
to focus fully on ministry. Raising 
ministry support proved challenging, 
especially within his cultural group. 
He sought ministry partnerships, but 
several attempts were discouraging.

On that warm day in February 
2025, Satish Moses attended the 
SBC of Virginia and Send Network 
Virginia Church Planting Summit. 
Throughout the day, vision casting 
and church-planting training 
opportunities were presented with 
a strong emphasis on partner-
ship. One message, in particular, 
resonated deeply with Moses: SBCV’s 
reminder, “You Are Not Alone.” 

Within weeks, Moses applied to 
become a Send Network Virginia 
church planter, connected with a 
sending church, Impact Church in 
Chantilly, Virginia, and was on his 
way to a Send Network Assessment. 
After receiving a “ready” designa-
tion, Moses began training with the 
Send Network D.C./NOVA cohort.

One year later, their church, Agape 
Church in Chantilly, Virginia, is 
steadily building its foundation and 
developing leaders. Already, Moses 
and Agape Church are working with 
Staples Mill Road Baptist Church 
to multiply another South Asian 
church in Glen Allen, Virginia.

Moses describes his connection with 
SBCV as God’s way of adding depth 
and understanding to the missional 
zeal God had already given him. 
Through partnership with SBCV, he 
has received leadership training that 
will equip his emerging leaders to 
avoid some of the early struggles 
he faced while ministering alone.

He loves SBCV’s church planting 
vision and the reminder that the 
missionary task is not to start a 
worship service first but to engage 
the city with the Gospel. Satish 
Moses would love to share his 
testimony and passion for ministry 
multiplication with your church. ●
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with Passion & Partnership 
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Satish Moses at the Send 
Network One Day event.
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Faithful  
and Sacrificial  
NO MATTER WHAT

Churches today face 
many challenges as 
they seek to remain 

healthy and growing. For 
those in leadership, there is 
an endless list of obstacles 
to navigate while keeping 
both the organization 
and the church's ministry 
operating smoothly. It is 
nearly impossible not to get 
swept up in the tidal wave 
of opportunities to join 
where God is doing great 
work while also meeting 
the expectations and needs 
of the congregation. That 
tension often centers on 
finding the right balance 
between outward-focused 
missions and the inward 

focus on the church's 
congregational needs.  

For Pastor Wendell Horton, 
these were some of the 
familiar challenges he faced 
while pastoring Sky View 
Missionary Baptist Church 
for more than three decades. 
Sky View is located in Fancy 
Gap in rural Southwest 
Virginia, where I-77 tops 
the mountain and crosses 
over into North Carolina. 

Leading with Commitment

As his mentor and beloved 
pastor before him, Pastor 
Wendell has led with a 
commitment to pastoral 
care and missions, fully 
believing that they were 

part of the greatest missions 
work in the world through 
the SBC and the Cooper-
ative Program. In fact, he 
said, “It’s impossible to be 
a serious Southern Baptist 
and not fully support the 
Cooperative Program.” With 
that kind of commitment 
and the Lord’s help, the 
church continued to grow. 

Balancing Outreach 
and Inward Focus

As the Lord continued to 
grow the church beyond 
the building’s capacity, a 
new challenge emerged: 
balancing outreach and 
inward focus. Simply put, 
if people do not have 

It’s impossible to be a 
serious Southern Baptist 
and not fully support the 
Cooperative Program.”
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room to sit, they often do 
not stay. The church began 
discussing and praying about 
building a new worship 
center. Plans were drawn, 
and costs were calculated. 
It soon became clear that 
constructing a new facility 
would require a significant 
reduction in missions giving.

Remaining Faithful in 
Sacrificial Giving

Pastor Wendell realized God 
had blessed the numeric 
growth because of their 
generosity in missions giving, 
and if they cut what God 
had blessed, then they may 
no longer need what they 
were planning to build. Ulti-
mately, the church chose 
to remain faithful to sacri-
ficial giving, ensuring that 
Southern Baptist mission-
aries would be able to stay on 

the field and that the Gospel 
would continue to go forth.

Today, Sky View Missionary 
Baptist Church still meets in 
its original sanctuary, built 
in 1956 and expanded in 
1996. The church now holds 
two worship services each 
Sunday morning to accommo-
date a congregation of more 
than 400. Reflecting on that 
decision, Pastor Wendell said, 
“I’m sure that if we were to 
build a new worship center, 
the quality of our worship 
service would be better and 
more comfortable, but I just 
don’t believe it would have 
the same favor of God.”

According to Annual Church 
Profile (ACP) records, since 
1980, Sky View has sacrifi-
cially given $1,152,176.64 to 
the Cooperative Program, 

$1,140,072.91 to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering, 
$494,572.02 to the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering, 
and $297,670.45 to Vision 
Virginia. That represents 
a total of $3,087,230.02 
invested in reaching their 
neighbors and the nations 
with the Good News of 
Jesus. Executive Pastor, Gary 
Horton, says that this is not 
about anything they’ve done 
in their own strength. He 
stresses, “God gets all the 
glory for our ability to give 
generously to missions.”

The Power of Cooperative 
Partnership

Sometimes, we find that 
the greatest balance comes 
from making great sacri-
fices. That is the power of 
cooperative partnership. ●
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in Your  
HEART LANGUAGE

In March, the nation's first Spanish-lan-
guage Residency Builder was hosted in 
partnership with the North American 

Mission Board and Hispanic Ministries of the SBC of 
Virginia (SBCV). This milestone marked a significant 
step toward equipping Hispanic churches for inten-
tional leadership development and church planting, 
and for helping them meet the growing need for 
Gospel-centered ministry in their communities.

Winston Williams, regional leader of Send Network 
Español, led the training. Thirteen pastors and 
ministry leaders from ten churches participated, 
united by a shared commitment to multiplication 
and mission. The event also drew participants from 
beyond Virginia, including Pastor Angel Izquierdo from 
Florida and Henry Garcia from West Virginia—evidence 
of growing interest in expanding vision and a desire to 
see this model implemented across different contexts. 

The Residency Builder equips churches to establish 
sustainable residency programs that identify, train, 

and send future church planters. The program-
ming emphasizes hands-on ministry, mentoring, 
and theological formation within the context of 
the local church. Rather than relying primarily on 
classroom instruction, this approach fosters a 
culture of discipleship and multiplication, where 
emerging leaders are trained in real ministry settings 
under the guidance of experienced pastors. 

One encouraging outcome is that three churches 
have already begun taking steps to launch their own 
residency programs. This reflects both a commit-
ment to invest in future leaders and a clear vision 
to expand the reach of the Gospel through church 
planting. By establishing residency programs, 
churches are positioning themselves to raise up 
and send qualified leaders who will go on to plant 
new congregations throughout the state.  ●

2026 Summer  PROCLAIMER  17

Equipping



A Story of
Restoration 
and Mission

Five years ago, Iglesia Bautista 
Spotswood, the Hispanic congre-
gation of Spotswood Baptist 
Church in Fredericksburg, Virginia, 
was experiencing a difficult season. 
The congregation had endured 
deep division, discouragement, 
and decline. Attendance had 
dropped sharply, many hearts 
were hurting, and this Hispanic 
congregation was close to dying.

Through the faithful support of 
Dr. Drew Landry, Dr. Dan Cook, the 
pastoral team, the deacons, and the 
entire church family of Spotswood 
Baptist Church, the Hispanic 
congregation was given the oppor-
tunity to heal and be replanted. 

That support was more than organi-
zational help; it was a testimony of 
Christian love, unity, and commit-
ment to the Gospel. As Jesus said, 
“By this all people will know that 
you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another” (John 13:35). 
Without the support of the full 
church body, the Hispanic congrega-
tion likely would have disappeared.

The road forward was not easy. 
There were difficult moments 
during the replanting process 
and seasons when progress 
seemed slow. Yet each week the 
Gospel was preached, believers 
prayed, and new believers were 
added and baptized. English-

The vision of the valley of dry bones in Ezekiel 37:1–14 presents 
a powerful picture of God’s sovereign work. In a context of death and hope-
lessness for the people of Israel in exile, God reveals that His Word and His 
Spirit have the power to bring life where there is none. Although this passage 
belongs to the redemptive history of Israel, it points to an enduring principle: 
God is the One who restores what seems lost and gives life to what is dead.
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speaking and Spanish-speaking 
members began walking 
together in grace and mission.

Today, the Iglesia Bautista 
Spotswood gathers around 
seventy people for each service. 
More importantly, the Word 
is preached week after week, 
and there is worship, fellow-
ship, and a renewed passion to 
reach others. God did not simply 
rescue a congregation; He trans-
formed it into a church living on 
mission—one of the core values 
shared by Spotswood Baptist.

Spotswood Baptist also 
embraced a broader vision 
to reach many nations and 
languages in the historic city 
of Fredericksburg. That vision 
began with support for a Viet-
namese church planter. On the 
same campus, a church serving 
the deaf community was started, 
and later a Chinese-speaking 
congregation was added.

During three consecutive Sundays 
in February, the three church 
planters were invited to share 
at Iglesia Bautista Spotswood.

Vietnamese church planter 
Phuong “Patrick” Phan (Grace 
Vietnamese Baptist Church) 
shared the burden and joy 
of reaching the Vietnamese 
community, a people deeply 
rooted in the traditions of their 

ancestors. His testimony deeply 
moved those in attendance. 
Bob Rhoads (Spotswood Deaf 
Church), who is planting among 
the deaf community, shared 
how Christ saved him and called 
him to reach deaf people who 
often cannot enjoy Christian 
fellowship in churches because 
of hearing barriers. Today, 
however, there is a lighthouse 
of Gospel hope in Fredericks-
burg. Chinese church planter 
Qingjiang Jiang  (Spotswood 
Chinese Christian Church) also 
shared stories of faith, challenge, 
and hope. Through tears, he 

described suffering persecution 
in his home country for faith-
fully preaching the Gospel.

The response from the 
Hispanic congregation was 
beautiful. Members committed 
to pray, support, and serve 
alongside these planters.

The story of Iglesia Bautista 
Spotswood is a beautiful reminder 
of how God works through our 
hurts and our struggles for His 
glory. Through His Word, He 
gives new life to the broken so 
they may live on mission.  ●
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Finishing

On 
April 1, the world watched 
in amazement as Artemis 
2 lifted off. Four astro-

nauts set out to attempt something 
that had not been done in fifty-four 
years. It was an exciting launch—but the 
mission’s success was not defined by 
liftoff or even by orbiting the moon. It 
was confirmed when all four astronauts 
returned safely to Earth ten days later.

The same is true in ministry: success is not 
measured by how we start but by how we 
finish. In 2 Chronicles 14–16, King Asa began 
well but ended in ruin. Early in his reign, 
he led a season of reformation and revival, 
and the Lord granted years of peace. By 
every measure, it was a strong start.

But Asa did not finish well. His focus shifted 
from dependence on the Lord to trust in 
his own strategies. When confronted by 
Hanani, who reminded him that “the eyes 
of the Lord run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to give strong support to those 
whose heart is blameless toward Him” 
(2 Chronicles 16:9), Asa responded 

Well
First, past success 
does not guarantee 
present faithfulness.”

with anger, imprisoning the 
prophet. Asa’s life closed under the 
weight of his own rebellion.

Asa’s story offers a sober warning. First, 
past success does not guarantee present 
faithfulness. A strong start is no substi-
tute for enduring trust. Second, we must 
guard our hearts, for God is actively 
seeking those who remain fully devoted 
to Him. Finally, true success in ministry 
lies in perseverance. Launches inspire, but 
finishing faithfully is what matters most.

May our churches, pastors, and ministry 
leaders remain steadfast, trusting the Lord, 
guarding our hearts, and staying faithful 
to the mission until He calls us home or 
until Christ returns. ●

_______________

Pastor Doug Echols, 
Senior Pastor at Bethel 
Baptist Church in 
Yorktown and President 
of the SBC of Virginia.
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By Pastor Doug Echols, President, SBC of Virginia
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Major Gospel 
Impact in Senegal

24  PROCLAIMER  Summer 2026

Senegal Vision Trip

The HARVEST is ripe,  
the NEEDS are great,  

the OPPORTUNITIES are many.
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Major Gospel 
Impact in Senegal
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For the past 11 years, LibertyLive.
Church in Hampton, Virginia, has 
ventured into the harvest field in Dakar, 
Senegal. Southern Baptist work has 

been in Dakar for decades and has an established 
presence through the Grand Yoff Baptist Center. 
This presence has served as a launchpad for 
outreach into the rest of the city, across Senegal, 
and throughout West Africa. LibertyLive has seen 
great fruit and has even seen incredible opportu-
nity for their own church through this partnership.

Producing Missionaries through Missions Trips

Missions Pastor Ken McLemore recalls, “We take 
our high school mission program there every 
year. The students walk the streets, sharing 
stories about Jesus, ministering to children, 
and producing a kids’ camp for the children of 
Grand Yoff.” The student missions program has 
produced missionaries who have returned to 
Senegal and other nations with the Gospel. 

McLemore continued, “Every year, we send adult 
teams into the Grand Yoff area to share the Gospel 
through storying, the Jesus film, and by building 
relationships with those on the street. The ministry 
does not stop when we come home, as many still 
have connections with those they met in Dakar.”

Serving through a Medical Clinic

This spring, a team from LibertyLive, led by 
laypeople and medical professionals, held a 
medical clinic in partnership with the Grand Yoff 
Baptist Center. The clinic served 428 people, 

shared the Gospel 322 times, and saw 25 people 
give their lives to Christ! Now, the IMB team on the 
ground is doing follow-up and planning a small-
group discipleship study with the hope of seeing a 
church planted in the Grand Yoff neighborhood.

Community Outreach

McLemore believes the Grand Yoff Baptist Center 
is a crucial ministry point. “The center can have a 
huge impact in the area. The people are open to 
talking with us; they are super friendly, and the 
center offers value to the community through 
English classes, medical clinics, and ministry to 
help the kids in the community. Most kids just 
roam the streets with not a lot to do. The Center 
offers them programs to learn and grow. It has an 
open-door policy like few I have seen around the 
world.” There is an opportunity for the churches of 
the SBC of Virginia to walk through that open door.

During a Pastor Vision Trip in May, several SBCV 
pastors visited ongoing work throughout the 
Dakar metro area and spent a day at the Grand 
Yoff Baptist Center. A strategic partnership is 
forming to mobilize churches from Virginia to 
serve at the Baptist Center through construc-
tion projects, medical missions, English classes, 
and children’s and sports ministries. The needs 
are great, and the opportunities are varied.

A Multi-ethnic City With Many 
Unreached People Groups

“As a missions pastor who has been all over and 
worked with many missionaries in many places, 

Senegal Vision Trip
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INTERESTED IN 
FINDING OUT 
MORE?
If you and your church are 
interested in exploring a 
partnership with the Grand 
Yoff Baptist Center and 
missions work in Dakar, 
Senegal, contact the Missions 
Mobilization team today.

missions@sbcv.org

Dakar tops them all. We can be part of 
joining God in His ultimate plan to see Reve-
lation 5:9 and 7:9 become a reality. It is a 
multi-ethnic city with many unreached 
peoples. It is also a great place for churches 
that are just starting out. It is a friendly 
place, and the people are very open to 
sitting down with tea and talking for hours. 
They are interested in hearing about you 
and your beliefs. For churches that have 
a little more experience, there is also 
something for you in working to fulfill 
the Great Commission by reaching those 
people groups with the Gospel, training new 
believers, and helping to penetrate new 
areas of the city. It is one of the best mission 
experiences for our people. Most come back 
fired up and ready to go again. I believe that 
churches, large and small, can have a major 
impact on the Grand Yoff neighborhood and 
the city of Dakar,” McLemore shared.  ●
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SSamuel said, "Has the Lord as much 
delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices as in obeying the voice 

of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to heed is better 
than the fat of rams.” 1 Samuel 15:22

I know that the word obedience may seem 
optional to some, given the absence of 
absolute truth in our culture. However, 
God’s word consistently commands His 
people to obey and exalt Him. In the book 
of 1 Samuel, God reveals His nature and 
how we are to worship Him. I have always 
believed that we never have to figure out 
how to worship God because He tells 
us how. Our obedience measures our 
love for God and for His word. Listen to 
what Jesus said in John 14:23, "…Jesus 
answered and said to him, ‘If anyone 
loves Me, he will keep My word; and My 
Father will love him, and We will come to 
him and make Our abode with him.’”

Obedience means hearing with a purpose 
and doing without question. Our love 
of God, for God, and to God is valid in 
how and whether we obey Him. In our 
obedience, we see God and fellowship 

with Him (1 John 1:3). Our obedience 
to His word determines whether we're 
genuinely in an intimate relationship 
with our heavenly Father. Samuel said 
that God desired obedience because it 
was better than sacrifices and offerings. 
Unfortunately, we often hide our lack of a 
genuine relationship with God by checking 
the box on unsacrificial, heartless, or 
mindless giving of our money or our time.

What about you? Is your love for God 
rooted in unfeigned faithfulness to 
obey Him? Are you in total obedience? 
O, how He loves you and me!  ●

Prayer:  Father God, You know what 
You want and what I need. I know You 
value obedience to Your word. Help 
me love You.  In Jesus' name, Amen.

A word of hope, support, and encouragement.

“…I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
You shall have no other gods before Me.” Exodus 20:2-3 (NASB) 

Total Obedience

mharding@sbcv.org

Milton Harding
Prayer and Care Minister
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Called to 
Multiply 

FF  
rom Alexandria, Virginia, to Ghana 
in West Africa, God is multiplying His 
Kingdom work through church planter 

Isaac Arthur and Revival Baptist Church.

In 2008, Pastor Isaac began gathering with a small 
group of believers meeting in an apartment living 
room in Alexandria, Virginia. Three years later, the 
Revival Baptist Church officially launched with an 
Acts 1:8 vision to reach the nations with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, without boundaries or limitations.

In 2015, Pastor Isaac Arthur remembered meeting 
Pastor Clint Clifton and receiving encourage-
ment, support, and a church-planting assessment 
through the SBC of Virginia (SBCV) and the North 

American Mission Board. That 
same year, Revival Baptist in 
Alexandria launched Revival 
Baptist Church in Woodbridge 
and Hope of Glory Church 
in Hyattsville, Maryland.

Pastor Isaac stated, “We 
are called to multiply, and 
every church must respond 
to the great commission.” 
RBC has prioritized the 
vision for church multiplica-
tion by regularly celebrating 
multiplication, intentionally 
raising awareness of the call 

We are called 
to multiply, and 
every church must 
respond to the 
Great Commission.”
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to multiply, and fostering 
intentional discipleship.

Arthur explains, “The church 
constantly and intentionally 
identifies young, prayerful 
people and spends quality 
time preparing them 
through internal residency 
for a minimum of three 
years, depending on the 
readiness of the individual.”  

Resident planters undergo 
extensive preparation 
through grounding and 
resources, equipping 
them to plant churches in 
diverse cultures and envi-
ronments. In addition, 
RBC members participate 
by adopting and commit-

Since 2015,  
Revival Baptist 
has planted…

12 CHURCHES
7 in Ghana
5 in United States*

U.S. church plants are in 
Virginia: Woodbridge, 
and Manassas; 
Maryland: Hyattsville, 
and Columbia; and in 
Delaware: New Castle 

*

ting to monthly financial 
support for church planters. 
The Revival Baptist Church 
Planting Network is being 
developed to equip, mentor, 
and disciple future planters 
for church multiplication. 
This network will also be 
instrumental in advocating 
for financial support and 
partnerships for planters.

Since 2015, Revival Baptist 
has planted 12 churches, 
including 7 in Ghana, West 
Africa, and 5 in the United 
States. U.S. church plants 
are in Woodbridge, Virginia; 
Manassas, Virginia; Hyatts-
ville, Maryland; New Castle, 
Delaware; and Columbia, 
Maryland, the latter through 

a partnership. Looking 
ahead, RBC’s future church 
planting plans include 
Charlotte, North Carolina; 
Union, New Jersey; and 
Baltimore, Maryland.

Revival Baptist Church is 
seeking to partner with 
churches that embody the 
vision of churches multi-
plying by planting churches. 
Join them in praying Luke 
10:2b, where Jesus said, 
“The harvest is abundant, 
but the workers are few. 
Therefore, pray to the Lord 
of the harvest to send out 
workers into His harvest.” 
Pray that God will continue 
to call out individuals and 
families from Revival Baptist 
and its church plants to 
plant multiplying churches.

Pray for partnering 
churches as RBC seeks 
to plant 10 additional 
churches globally by 2030 
and 30 more by 2040.  ●

28  PROCLAIMER  Summer 2026



30  PROCLAIMER  Summer 2026

Even with mentoring 
ministries and 
simple, no-pres-

sure gatherings like 
“coffee and conversation,” 
many young women ages 
22-35 are walking away 
from the faith they learned 
as children and students. 

A 2020 Barna poll showed 
a 12% decline in weekly 

church attendance. 
Baptist Press reported in 
a January 2026 article that 
the top five reasons young 
adults are leaving the 
church include moving, 
perceptions that members 
seemed judgmental or 
hypocritical, a lack of 
connection, disagreement 
with political or social 

issues, and work respon-
sibilities that prevented 
regular attendance.

This trend has led some 
popular women’s social 
media influencers and 
authors to offer “decon-
struction kits,” designed 
to help those struggling 
with faith questions “take 
apart” and consider each 

We have all read the headlines, listened 
to the podcasts, and heard the rumblings: 
young women are leaving the church 
in greater numbers than ever before. 

Connection
Still Matters
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Christian truth in order for 
them to find “their own 
truth” outside of the faith.

Yet the primary factor in 
what it would take for young 
people to reconsider these 
decisions is connection. 
Meaningful relationships 
within the local church 
matter deeply, both with 
peers and with older adults 
from whom they can learn 
and grow in their walk 
with Christ. This desire for 
connection and disciple-
ship is biblical, rooted in the 
model outlined in Titus 2

Although the Women’s 
Ministry of the SBC of 

Virginia does not track age as 
a demographic for its events, 
it is clear that more younger 
women are attending than 
ever before. One signifi-
cant factor is the intentional 
inclusion of young leaders 
on the Women’s Ministry 
Leadership team, which is 
crucial to helping younger 
women feel seen, valued, 
and heard. Offering events 
that not only blend tradi-
tional and contemporary 
praise but are also built on 
solid Bible teaching and 
practical breakout sessions 
is paying off by drawing 
young adults and teens. 
Girls and young women 

are welcome to attend 
with their moms, sisters, 
aunts, and grandmothers. 

In addition, the partnership 
with Lifeway has enabled 
SBCV Women’s Ministry 
to continue offering high-
quality events and nation-
ally recognized speakers 
to Virginia. Below are 
some of the opportuni-
ties currently available 
through SBCV Women’s 
Ministry and Lifeway. ●

Lifeway Women’s Training
•	 Leadership Forum
•	 Deeply Rooted
•	 Lifeway Women’s Academy
•	 Marked podcast and articles
•	 Feast with Kristi McLelland
•	 In the Word events with Jen Wilkin

SBCV Women’s Events
•	 Refresh Women’s Conference (two regional events each year)
•	 Leadership Roundtable and Leadership Retreat
•	 Ministry Wives Retreat
•	 Hispanic Women’s Conference
•	 Individual training, coaching, and weekly blogs

God continues to accomplish His work in Virginia. Based on what we are seeing 
through the SBC of Virginia, young women will be part of the Kingdom work!

Women’s Events and Ministry Opportunties

Girls and young women are welcome to attend with their 
moms, sisters, aunts, and grandmothers.



When God Brings 
the NationsNations toYou

In Acts 2, Luke empha-
sizes the global 
nature of the people 
to whom the Gospel 

was preached. The Spirit’s 
work here is in line with Jesus’ 
commission to His disciples in 
Matthew 28. That same work 
is continuing today on the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia.

Onley Baptist Church in Onley, 
Virginia averages around 65 
people on a given Sunday 
morning. Pastor John Burr, 
who has served Onley Baptist 
for 27 years, celebrates how 
God is using this congregation, 
along with other churches on 
the Eastern Shore, to reach the 
nations. Burr recognizes that 
God is using a variety of avenues 
to get the Gospel to the nations 
from around the world in this 
coastal region of Eastern Virginia.

International teachers move to the 
area on J-1 Exchange Visitor Visas. 

Several large employers on the 
Shore hire international workers. 
Faithful churches on the Eastern 
Shore are laboring to evangelize, 
disciple, and send these men and 
women out with the Gospel.

A brief phone call with Pastor 
John includes echoes of a 
geography lesson as he lists the 
countries represented at Onley 
Baptist. He speaks fondly of the 
Filipino population on the Shore 
and those who attend an inter-
national Bible study on Friday 
nights. He recalls a gentleman 
from Ghana who began attending 
the church simply because that’s 
where he could get a ride. He 
also mentions missionaries with 
Youth With A Mission (YWAM) who 
are originally from Cameroon.

Other nations represented include 
Haiti, India, China, the Dominican 
Republic, and Colombia. Pastor 
John also celebrates the mission-

aries his church has seen sent 
out from the Eastern Shore, now 
serving in the Middle East, the 
Congo, Poland, and beyond.

Another avenue of Gospel 
advancement has been Pastor 
John’s friendship with Pastor 
Waldo Charles, who leads 
the Haitian congregation at 
Tabernacle Saved by Grace 
in Parksley, Virginia. On Easter 
Sunday, Pastor Waldo and 
his church launched a brand 
new work reaching Haitians 
in Pocomoke City, Maryland. 
On Sunday nights, youth from 
Tabernacle Saved by Grace gather 
with the youth at Onley Baptist for 
encouragement and fellowship.

From this small church 
tucked into the community 
of Onley, Virginia, God is truly 
reaching the nations! ●
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George Siler, Missions Pastor at 
Parkway Baptist Church, set out 
to answer the above questions. As 

Siler prayed and reflected, one clear convic-
tion emerged: this work need not rest on a 
single church. Instead, it can be strengthened 
through cooperation and partnership among 
local churches. From that vision, the first 
Central Region Sending Pipeline was launched.

Today, the following churches have participants 
in the pipeline or are involved in the training: 
Gwathmey Baptist Church in Ashland; 
Parkway Baptist Church in Moseley; 
Transformation Church in Chesterfield;  
The Fix Chapel in Tappahannock;  
Hillcrest Baptist Church in Hanover;  
New Life Church in Powhatan; and  
The Heights Baptist Church 
in Colonial Heights.

How the Sending Pipeline Works
The Sending Pipeline is designed to help 
move a person from sensing a call to ministry 
to being trained, mentored, assessed 
(as appropriate), and ultimately to being 
sent to serve. While each participant’s 
pathway may differ, the process includes 
several key elements that work together to 
support healthy ministry development.

Discernment of Calling
The process usually begins when someone 
feels called to church planting, missions, 
pastoral leadership, or vocational Gospel 
work. The pipeline helps participants clarify 
that calling through monthly cohort gather-
ings, mentoring relationships, guided reflec-
tion, spiritual formation, and accountability.

NOT ALONE
Next Step Ministry Training
WHAT HAPPENS when someone in your church 
senses the Lord leading them to serve out of 
their giftedness, talents, and passion?

WHAT IF that calling leads to church planting, the mission 
field, or to serve more faithfully in the local church? 

HOW would you train them, and what first 
steps would you take to equip them well?

?
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Cohort Training
Each month, participants join a cohort to 
receive training in various ministry areas. 
Recent sessions have covered Emotional 
and Spiritual Health, Story Line Bible Study 
Discipleship, Church Multiplication, Reaching 
Neighbors and Nations, and Team Building. 

Residency/Apprenticeship 
Some participants, particularly those 
pursuing church planting or vocational 
ministry, enter a church-based residency 
or apprenticeship. In this setting, they 
receive hands-on ministry training in 
a healthy church while serving under 
pastors and ministry leaders who offer 
intentional coaching and evaluation.

Assessment

As participants move toward specific 
ministry roles, assessment may become 
part of their pathway. The nature of 
assessment varies by calling. 

Those pursuing church planting may 
work with Send Network, while those 
exploring missionary service may engage 
with the International Mission Board.

These assessment processes typically 
include interviews, doctrinal evaluation, 

Next Step Ministry Training
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“I give thanks to my God for every 
remembrance of you, always praying with 

joy for all of you in my every prayer, 
because of your partnership in the Gospel 

from the first day until now.”

PHILIPPIANS 1:3-5, CSB

leadership assessment, conversations 
about emotional and relational health, and 
an overall review of ministry readiness.

Sending 

As participants are equipped and affirmed, 
churches play a central role in commis-
sioning and deploying leaders. These 
next steps may lead to church planting, 
church revitalization, campus ministry, 
missions, pastoral ministry, or expanded 
leadership within the local church.

When asked about the impact of the Sending 
Pipeline, Carl Peyton, pastor of Transfor-
mation Church in Chesterfield, shared: 
“The Sending Pipeline provides equipping 
in a way that our church could not have 
offered alone to those answering the call into 
ministry. Participating in the cohort is the 
first step after saying yes and aspiring to be 
obedient to God’s call. In some ways it seems 
like formal education, but at the same time 
it is informal in that it allows participants to 
process what is on their mind and heart as 
they glean from practitioners. It affords a 
rich experience with a mentor, networking, 
coaching and peer-to-peer learning. I am so 
thankful that our church is not alone when it 
comes to first steps in ministry training.”  ●
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SIMPLE,  
Yet So Powerful

God is on the move 
at Ferrum College.
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Layla* lingered after the chapel 
service, full of questions. 
Taylor Richardson, next 

generation pastor at Franklin 
Heights Church in Rocky Mount, 
leads these gatherings, known as The 
Heights, with an emphasis on expos-
itory Bible teaching and worship. 
As Richardson addressed Layla’s 
questions, he shared John 3:16.

“It’s so simple, yet so powerful,” 
replied Layla. Coming from a 
non-Christian family and a different 
culture, she had never heard the 
verse before. After several weeks 
of attending the chapel service, 
she placed her faith in Christ. 
Though she now faces challenges 
from her family because of her 
conversion, she remains resolute: 
“I’m not turning back.”

Layla’s story is one of many 
reflecting God’s work on the 
campus of Ferrum College.

This small, private liberal arts school, 
nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains 
about 45 minutes south of Roanoke, 
is seeing students gather voluntarily 
for Bible study, grow in their faith, and 
witness others begin to follow Christ.

Among the college’s roughly 900 
students, new opportunities are 
emerging to equip them for Gospel 
ministry. In addition to chapel 
services, a new initiative trains 
students in practical “tent-making” 
skills and prepares them to share 
their faith, whether in the United 
States or in their home countries. 
Caleb Walker, missions pastor at 
Franklin Heights Church, serves as an 
adjunct instructor in the program.

The Christian Ministries Certifi-
cate offers a flexible pathway that 
can be integrated into a variety of 
majors. Students studying fields 
such as education, nursing, coun-
seling, or social work can combine 
academic coursework with spiritual 
formation and hands-on ministry 
experience. The program marks the 
renewal of a long-dormant religious 
studies program at the private 
college, which has historic ties to 
the United Methodist tradition.

At the heart of this effort is 
Professor Jason Powell, who has 
served at Ferrum for 25 years 
while also serving as a deacon at 
Franklin Heights Church. What 
began as a calling placed on his 
heart years ago has taken shape 

through careful curriculum design 
and clear evidence of God’s provi-
dence. The program has received 
full support from Eric Vanden 
Eykel, dean of faculty, and Mirta M. 
Martin, president of the college.

Stan Parris, senior pastor of Franklin 
Heights Church, sees this work 
as part of a larger vision. “This 
reflects God’s call for the church 
to fulfill the Great Commission 
by serving others and fostering 
spiritual growth in Christ.”

Powell offers broad encourage-
ment: “Local campuses are filled 
with students far from home, 
often with practical needs and 
open hearts to the Gospel.”

Founded in 1913 as a mission school 
for rural Appalachian students 
who lacked access to education, 
Ferrum College has evolved from a 
training school to a junior college 
and, eventually, to a four-year 
institution. Its enduring motto, 
“Not Self, but Others,” continues 
to shape the college’s mission.

Today, there is renewed reason 
to celebrate—God is at work on 
the Ferrum College campus.  ●
___________________

*name changed for privacy.
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From the Editor
BRANDON PICKETT

facebook.com/brandon.pickett 
bpickett@sbcv.org

When Reality Exceeds 
Expectations

Right now, as I write this, soccer fans from around the world are 
in North America for this amazing weeks-long event. For many, 

it is their first visit to the United States, and they are staying for a 
while. They have seen pictures, watched movies, followed social 
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A woman cheers for 
Colombia’s soccer 
team. Photo: IMB

fever?!
DO YOU HAVE WORLD CUP  



media accounts, and even heard stories about

     America for years. Yet many are discovering 
that experiencing  a  place firsthand is far 
different than simply hearing  about it.

Social media has been filled with visitors sharing 
their surprise and delight. International guests 
have marveled at things many Americans 
take for granted: the friendliness of strangers, 
small-town culture, free refills with ice!, ranch 
dressing, Waffle House, and even ordinary 
road trips. One Scottish fan was amazed by 
Buc-ee’s and described it as “a gas station mixed 
with Disney World wrapped in a gift shop.” 

Some have expressed amazement at the vastness 
of the country, the diversity of its people, and 
the beauty of its landscapes. Many are finding 
that reality has exceeded their expectations. 
They had heard about America but experi-
encing it (especially during our 250th anniver-
sary) has been something altogether different.

As Christians, those reactions should remind 
us of what awaits us in our true home.

The Bible gives us glimpses of heaven. We read 
of streets of gold, the throne of God, angels 
worshiping, and a great multitude from every 
nation standing before the Lord (Revelation 
7:9). Jesus promised His followers, “I am going 
away to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2–3, 
CSB). These passages paint vivid pictures of 
our eternal home, yet Scripture reminds us that 
even the best descriptions fall short of reality.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “What no eye has seen, 
no ear has heard, and no human heart has 
conceived—God has prepared these things for 
those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9, CSB). 
Think about that for a moment. No sermon, 
song, book, or imagination can fully capture 
what God has prepared for His children.

I’m so glad that World Cup visitors are discov-
ering that America is more welcoming, beautiful, 
and memorable than they imagined. Yet even 

the most breathtaking experiences on this 
earth are only a faint reflection of what awaits 
believers in Christ. Heaven is not merely a better 
version of life here. Absolutely not! It is truly 
where God dwells with His people, where every 
tear is wiped away, where death is no more, and 
where joy is complete (Revelation 21:3–4).

One day, we will step into the presence of 
Christ and, with our own eyes, experience what 
we have only read about. On that day, we will 
discover that every promise of God is true and 
that heaven is infinitely greater than we ever 
imagined. When we think of it that way, we can 
truly say with Paul, “Our citizenship is in heaven, 
and we eagerly wait for a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20, CSB).

The World Cup will eventually end. The crowds 
will go home. The memories will fade. But for 
those who belong to Christ, our greatest destina-
tion is still ahead. We know it is unimaginable. 

Are you ready? 

2026 Summer  PROCLAIMER  3938  PROCLAIMER  Summer 2026



PROCLAIMER
4956 Dominion Blvd
Glen Allen, VA 23060

sbcv.org
804-270-1848
proclaimer@sbcv.org


