America at 250:
Celebrating Liberty and
Proclaiming Ultimate
Freedom in Christ

grew up just down the road from Yorktown, Virginia, where the decisive victory
Iin America’s War for Independence occurred. As the United States recognizes
its 250th anniversary this summer, Americans celebrate and enjoy freedom and
liberty. The Declaration of Independence boldly proclaims that all people are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. Those words inspired generations to seek greater freedom and liberty.

Throughout American history, citizens have fought to preserve these ideals. The
pursuit of liberty has shaped our nation's identity. Yet history also teaches that political
freedom alone cannot satisfy the deepest longings of the human heart. Even in the
freest societies, people struggle with fear, guilt, addiction, broken relationships, and
spiritual emptiness.

Scripture reveals that humanity's greatest bondage is not political oppression but
the power of sin. Jesus declared, "Everyone who sins is a slave to sin" (John 8:34). Sin
enslaves us through selfishness, pride, fear, and separation from God. No constitution,
law, or government can free us from this condition.

The good news of the Gospelis that Christ came to set captives free. In John 8:36, Jesus
said, "Soifthe Son setsyou free, you will be free indeed." This freedom is more than the
ability to make our own choices. It is freedom from condemnation, freedom from the
guilt of our past, freedom from the power of sin, and freedom to live as God intended.

The founders of America risked everything for political liberty. Christ gave everything
to give us eternal life. At the cross, Jesus took upon Himself the penalty for our sins.
Through His death and resurrection, He opened the way for reconciliation with God.
Those who place their faith in Him receive forgiveness and new life.

The Apostle Paul wrote: "It is for freedom that Christ has set us free" (Galatians 5:1).
This freedom is not a license for selfish living but an invitation to walk in the power of
the Holy Spirit. Christ frees us to love God, obey the Scriptures, serve others, and live
with purpose.

As Americans celebrate 250 years of independence, Christians can express gratitude
for the blessings of liberty while remembering that every earthly freedom ultimately
points to a greater reality. Political freedom allows us to worship openly, share the
Gospel, and serve our communities. These are blessings not enjoyed by many around
the world. We should cherish them and use them wisely.

While we honor our country and pray for its leaders, our deepest allegiance belongs
to Christ (Philippians 3:20). The 250th anniversary of the United States is a significant
moment to celebrate the freedoms we enjoy and to reflect on the responsibilities they
carry. May we also recommit to share the message of the Gospel with the people of this
nation, and the nations of the world, who so desperately need to be set free in Christ.

As fireworks illuminate the skies and communities gather to commemorate America's
founding, may we remember the words of Jesus: "So if the Son sets you free, you will
be freeindeed."

Your brother in Christ,

Brian fidiy
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