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“Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and sustain me with
a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Your ways,
and sinners will be converted to You.” — Ps 51:12-13, NASB

R

ecently, our 8 year old spontaneously did the
dishes and cleaned up the house while her mom
was resting. My wife awoke to a handwritten note,
“Thank you so much for taking care of us every single
day.” Her volunteerism was motivated by a grateful
heart.
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Our genuine desire to teach transgressors God’s way
can only be motivated by the joy of His salvation. How
can we securely speak of His mercy and grace when our
hearts are weighed down by shame and guilt? David is
well acquainted with this struggle having sinned against
God with Bathsheba. He repented and pleaded with
God for a new heart and a steadfast spirit. He begged
God to restore to him the joy that can only be found
through forgiveness. Joy and salvation are inseparable.
We cannot have true joy apart from salvation. And we
cannot authentically share God’s salvation without joy.
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Prayer: Lord, restore to us the joy of Your salvation that
we might proclaim the goodness of your mercy and grace.
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