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“For even in Thessalonica you sent gifts for my need several times.
Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that is increasing to
your account.”
Philippians 4:16-17
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The apostle Paul was very grateful for the partnership he had
with the Philippians in the Gospel. He had been instrumental
in the planting of their church, and now he felt their support in
tangible ways. Not only did they pray for and give to support
Paul’s further church planting efforts, they had sent Epaphroditus
to minister alongside him (Phil. 2:25-26).
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Even as Paul commends them for the tangible ways they had
helped him , he pointed them to the reality that actions that
advance Christ’s kingdom will receive an eternal reward. He
says he is seeking the “fruit that is increasing to your account.”
He certainly wasn’t referring to their ability to receive an apostle
Paul bobble-head from the Pauline gift shop back in Antioch! He
is echoing the words of Jesus who urged disciples to “store up
for yourselves treasure in Heaven” by doing things that advance
His Kingdom. The old adage is true, “you can’t take it with you,
but you can send it ahead.”
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