How Are You Impacting Those Around You?

CHRIS DOWD

“As you sent me into the world, so | have sent them into the world.”
John 17:18

If the church has been sent into the world in similar fashion that
the Father sent the Son, then we should try to understand how
and why Christ was sent. One of the best passages of Scripture
to help us with this is John 1:14, “and the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” In this one verse, we
understand that Jesus came in humility, to walk with sinners, and
to display grace and truth. Jesus humbled himself by becoming
“flesh,” taking the form of a servant, born in the likeness of men,
and was obedient to the point of death on the cross (Phil. 2:5-8).
Jesus “dwelt among us.” He walked, talked, served and ate with
sinners (Mark 2:13-17). Jesus was the full display of the glory of
God through “grace and truth.” He proclaimed good news to the
spiritually bankrupt and liberty to the captives and oppressed (Luke
4:18-19). As followers of Christ, we have been sent in humility. In
what ways are you serving the needs of your community? We have
been sent to walk with sinners. Are you intentionally reaching out
to love the unlovable in your community? We have been sent to
display grace and truth. Are you ministering to those around you
by speaking truth but also through displaying grace and mercy?
Take some time today to pray for the “outcasts” in your community
and then spend some time “out with” them.
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